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HOMEwIAKERS'  CHAT  SATURDAY,  July  3,  1939 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:  "POULTRY  CONGRESS  NEWS."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Almost  everybody  is  interested  in  poultry  and  eggs.     Everybody  who  raises 
poultry  and  produces  eggs  is  interested,  of  course  —  and  that  includes  more  then 
5  and  a  half  million  farm  families  in  the  United  States.    But  everybody  who  eats 
eggs  and  chicken  and  turkey  is  also  interested.     And  that's  just  about  everybody. 

So  just  about  everybody  should  be  interested  in  what's  going  on  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  from  the  twenty-eighth  of  July  to  the  seventh  of  August.    What's  going 
on  is  the  Seventh  World's  Poultry  Congress  —  a  great  gathering  of  people  and 
birds  from  many  different  countries.     Poultry  raisers,  poultry  scientists,  people 
in  the  poultry  business,  and  even  cooks  and  chefs  interested  in  the  best  ways  to 
cook  poultry  and  eggs  will  be  at  the  Congress.     Among  the  birds  that  will  attend 
are  many  illustrious  chickens,  ducks,   turkeys,  guinea,  hens,  and  even  carrier 
pigeons.    Many  pedigreed  individuals  of  foreign  breeds  will  be  on  display.  Beside 
the  live  poultry  will  be  dressed  birds  that  will  be  used  in  the  cooking  demonstra- 
tions.   And  then  there  will  be  wax  models  and  mechanical  models. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.C.,  is  sending  a  mechanical 
talking  turkey,  6  feet  tall,  to  lecture  on  what  poultry  should  eat  for  a  veil- 
balanced  diet  and  then  give  the  audience  some  inside  information  on  digestive  pro- 
cesses.    Through  an  opening  to  its  interior  the  turkey  will  show  how  it  uses  its 
food. 

I  won't  go  into  any  details  of  the  talking  turkey's  conversation.    You  can 
hoar  it  yourself  if  you  go  to  Cleveland.     If  you  can't  go,  you  can  read  about 
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scientific  turkey  feeding  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1409  which  will  be  sent  you  free 
from  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

To  get  "back  to  the  Poultry  Congress  at  Cleveland,  perhaps  you'd  like  to  hear 
about  the  wax  models  of  the  new  small-type  turkeys  that  will  also  "be  on  exhibit 
there.    Department  of  Agriculture  poultry  geneticists  have  been  working  for  several 
years  to  develop  a  small  turkey  that  contains  a  good  deal  of  meat  for  its  size  — 
breast  meat  especially.     You  see,  in  these  modern  days  when  families  and  ovens  both 
are  small,  housewives  can  no  longer  use  the  great  15  or  20  pound  turkeys  that  our 
grandmother1  s  used  to  serve.     They  want  little  turkeys,  around  S  pounds,  with  plent 
of  meat  and  not  too  much  boney  frame.     So  the  poultry  geneticists  have  been  working 
to  produce  just  such  turkeys.     The  results  of  their  breeding  will  appear  in  a  pair 
of  live  birds  and  in  wax  models  at  the  Poultry  Congress.    You  will  see  there  models 
of  the  mature  turkey  that  most  of  us  are  familiar  with  beside  the  new  small-type  or 
so-called  streamlined  turkeys. 

Among  the  live  birds  at  the  meeting,  will  be  a  number  of  foreign  breeds  that 

look  very  strange  to  American  eyes.    You  may  see  there  a  Yokohama  rooster  from  Japa 

that  has  a  tail  more  than  15  feet  long.     The  Yokohama  chickens  have  been  b  red  in 

Japan  for  hundreds  of  years  and  roosters  with  tails  12  to  15  feet  long  are  common 

among  this  breed.     If  you've  ever  been  to  a  poultry  farm  in  Japan,  you  nay  have  see. 

the  attendant  holding  the  long  tail  of  a  Yokohama  rooster  while  the  bird  walks  for 

exercise.    Another  Japanese  rooster  that  nay  also  attend  the  Congress  belongs  to 

the  Rumple ss  breed  which  has  very  short  tail  or  none  at  all. 

Prom  South  America  you  may  see  the  variety  of  chicken  that  lays  blue  eggs. 
Breeders  in  this  country  have  been  crossing  these  South  American  chickens  with  our 
White  Leghorns  and  producing  new  varieties  that  lay  eggs  of  robin's  egg  blue. 

At  least  10  foreign  countries  will  have  exhibits  of  their  poultry  at  this 
meeting.     These  include  Italy,  Hungary,  England,  Canada,  Belgium,  Netherlands, 
Germany,  France,  Poland,  and  Japan. 

That's  all  the  poultry  news  for  today.     I'll  bring  you.  more  news  of  the 
World  Congress  next  week. 


